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INTRODUCTION 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a remarkable  renewal  of  interest 
among  Catholics  in  the  Holy  Bible.  Scholarly  and  popular  studies, 
discussion  groups  and  lectures,  Christian  Family  Movement,  Con- 
fraternity work,  and  most  of  all,  the  holy  Liturgy,  have  made  the 
modern  Catholic  much  aware  of  a need  in  his  life  to  know,  live  and 
pray  the  Bible. 

It  is  with  this  need  in  view  that  this  pamphlet  is  being  written, 
for  if  the  Christian  is  to  be  a man  of  the  Spirit  he  must  draw  his 
spirituality  from  primary  sources,  Bible  and  Worship. 

These  devotions  are  not  new  nor  does  the  suggested  formal 
of  this  pamphlet  claim  any  originality.  European  nations  have 
had  similar  devotions  for  decades,  and  the  Roman  Synod  (1960) 
explicitly  recommends  Bible  vigils. 

God’s  written  Word  has  a pre-eminence  which  is  unqualified. 
His  holy  Word  is  penetrating  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged 
sword,  and  for  this  reason  we  Christians  must  learn  to  build  our 
spiritual  life  upon  the  Bible  and  the  Liturgy.  The  Liturgy  is  the 
proper  and  primary  setting  for  the  proclamation  of  the  Word,  but 
the  Church  has  always  encouraged  para-liturgical  services.  It  is  in 
this  latter  class  that  Bible  devotions,  like  holy  hours  and  novena 
devotions,  belong. 

God  has  not  only  spoken  to  man  in  Sacred  Scripture.  He  has 
also  provided  man  with  his  own  personal  response  to  God.  Scrip- 
ture involves  dialogue,  not  monologue — dialogue  between  God  and 
man.  Thus  in  Scripture  two  processes  are  involved  for  man: 
listening  and  responding.  It  is  in  view  of  this  that  this  social  type 
service  is  composed. 
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Such  a use  and  knowledge  of  Holy  Writ  is  necessary  for  a 
liturgical  renewal,  for  without  a fundamental  grasp  of  salvation 
history,  of  the  Gospels  in  particular,  our  people  will  never  under- 
stand the  sacred  Liturgy.  Thus  the  Bible  devotion,  according  to 
the  Synod  of  Rome,  will  revive  evening  devotions,  restore  the  age- 
old  need  to  read  God’s  holy  Word,  and  will  contribute  to  a greater 
knowledge  and  love  of  the  sacred  Liturgy  of  the  Church. 
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PREPARATION 


The  service  should  be  kept  as  simple  and  dignified  as  possible. 
The  following  suggestions  will  vary  according  to  the  needs  of  the 
parish  or  religious  community. 

Choir 

The  choir  should  prepare  the  music  so  as  to  be  able  to  support 
the  congregation  in  its  singing.  In  this  Lenten  pamphlet  we  have 
limited  our  music  choice  to  the  excellent  “People’s  Hymnal” 
(second  edition)  of  the  World  Library  of  Sacred  Music.  It  is 
highly  recommended  that  there  be  a music  leader  for  the  congrega- 
tion. He  can  take  his  place  in  the  sanctuary  off  to  the  side  and 
unify  and  encourage  the  sung  response. 

Servers 

The  servers  should  be  rehearsed  ahead  of  time.  We  recom- 
mend six  servers:  incense-bearer,  cross-bearer  and  two  acolytes, 
book-bearer,  who  carries  the  book  high  and  reverently,  and  master 
of  ceremonies.  The  procession  should  enter  the  church  down  the 
center  aisle  in  that  order,  with  the  celebrant  last.  The  cross  is 
placed  visibly  in  the  sanctuary,  the  book  on  the  lectern,  and  the 
candles,  where  possible,  alongside  the  book. 

Celebrant 

The  celebrant  is  vested  in  amice,  alb,  and  violet  cope  for  the 
Lenten  services.  He  incenses  the  book  at  the  beginning  of  the 
devotion  as  the  deacon  at  solemn  Mass.  For  benediction  he 
changes  to  a white  cope  and  stole.  His  duty  is  to  preside  from  the 


7 


bench  and  to  give  three  homilies  of  no  more  than  THREE 
MINUTES  each.  These  homilies  should  be  an  elucidation,  an  un- 
folding and  proclamation  of  the  Scriptures  and  should  not  consist 
in  using  the  sacred  text  as  a spring-board  to  air  favorite,  personal 
ideas.  It  is  suggested  that  the  priest  bring  out  in  his  homilies  the 
idea  of  meditation  on  the  Word  through  song  and  in  this  way  lead 
the  group  into  a personal  response.  Also  the  priest  should  point 
out  the  meaning  of  the  “action”:  the  acting  out  and  living  ex- 
ternally what  they  have  meditated  on  interiorly. 

Laymen  Lectors 

Three  laymen  lectors  should  be  given  the  text  ahead  of  time 
to  practice  their  readings.  They  should  be  taught  to  read  slowly, 
reverently,  and  in  a clear  tone  with  ample  volume.  Their  function 
is  one  of  great  importance  in  the  Bible  devotion,  for  they  are 
proclaiming  the  Word  itself.  They  march  in  procession  after  the 
cross  and  take  their  places  in  the  sanctuary.  They  also  introduce 
the  reading. 

The  Bible 

The  Bible  should  be  a large,  elegant  one,  if  possible.  Modern 
translations  should  be  used,  and,  if  necessary,  inserted  into  the 
large  Bible.  This  series  is  using  the  Confraternity  translation.  A 
lectern  should  be  placed  in  the  sanctuary  and  the  book  enthroned 
upon  it.  A liturgically  colored  cloth  covering  over  the  lectern 
gives  it  dignity. 

Rubrics 

Detailed  rubrics  will  have  to  be  worked  out  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. The  recessional  exits  by  the  center  aisle  in  the  order 
that  it  entered. 

For  a convent  with  no  servers,  the  celebrant  performs  the  func- 
tion of  book-bearer,  reader,  and  homilist. 
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ASH  WEDNESDAY 


ENTRANCE  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand) 
BLESSING  AND  INCENSATION  OF  THE  BOOK. 

PRAYER 

Priest:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

Congregation:  And  with  your  spirit. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray.  Lord,  may  your  faithful  people  duly 

begin  this  solemn  fast  with  true  holiness  and  con- 
tinue it  with  steadfast  devotion.  Through  Christ 
our  Lord,  the  Savior,  who  will  come  to  judge  the 
world  by  fire.  Amen. 

FIRST  READING  (Sit) 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Jona  the  prophet, 
chapter  3. 

The  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jona  a second  time:  “Set  out  for 
the  great  city  of  Ninive,  and  announce  to  it  the  message  that  I will 
tell  you.”  So  Jona  made  ready  and  went  to  Ninive,  according  to 
the  Lord’s  bidding.  Now  Ninive  was  an  enormously  large  city; 
it  took  three  days  to  go  through  it.  Jona  began  his  journey  through 
the  city,  and  had  gone  but  a single  day’s  walk  announcing,  “Forty 
days  more  and  Ninive  shall  be  destroyed,”  when  the  people  of 
Ninive  believed  God;  they  proclaimed  a fast  and  all  of  them, 
great  and  small,  put  on  sackcloth. 
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When  the  news  reached  the  king  of  Ninive,  he  rose  from  his 
throne,  laid  aside  his  robe,  covered  himself  with  sackcloth,  and 
sat  in  the  ashes.  Then  he  had  this  proclaimed  throughout  Ninive, 
by  decree  of  the  king  and  his  nobles;  . . Man  and  beast  shall 
be  covered  with  sackcloth  and  call  loudly  to  God;  every  man  shall 
turn  from  his  evil  way  and  from  the  violence  he  has  in  hand. 
Who  knows,  God  may  relent  and  forgive,  and  withhold  his  blazing 
wrath,  so  that  we  shall  not  perish.”  When  God  saw  by  their  ac- 
tions how  they  turned  from  their  evil  way,  he  repented  of  the  evil 
that  he  had  threatened  to  do  to  them;  he  did  not  carry  it  out. 

HOMILY 

On  the  repentance  of  Ninive,  the  capital  of  Assyria.  If  they, 
a pagan  nation,  repented  at  the  preaching  of  an  insignificant 
prophet,  Jona,  how  much  more  should  we  Christians  repent  who 
have  as  our  prophet  the  very  Son  of  God,  Jesus  Christ! 

In  response  to  God’s  Word  we  shall  all  join  in  singing  “This 
Is  Our  Accepted  Time,”  page  59. 

SECOND  READING 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  St.  Paul’s  Letter  to  the 
Christians  at  Ephesus,  chapter  6,  verses  10-17.  Here  God  is  telling 
us  through  the  Apostle  that  we  should  take  up  the  armor  of  God, 
for  our  battle  is  against  Satan  and  his  powers. 

For  the  rest,  brethren,  be  strengthened  in  the  Lord  and  in  the 
might  of  his  power.  Put  on  the  armor  of  God,  that  you  may  be 
able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  For  our  wrestling  is 
not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  the  Principalities  and 
the  Powers,  against  the  world-rulers  of  this  darkness,  against  the 
spiritual  forces  of  wickedness  on  high.  Therefore  take  up  the 
armor  of  God,  that  you  may  be  able  to  resist  in  the  evil  day,  and 
stand  in  all  things  perfect.  Stand,  therefore,  having  girded  your 
loins  with  truth,  and  having  put  on  the  breastplate  of  justice,  and 
having  your  feet  shod  with  the  readiness  of  the  gospel  of  peace. 
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in  all  things  taking  up  the  shield  of  faith,  with  which  you  may  be 
able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  most  wicked  one.  And 
take  unto  you  the  helmet  of  salvation  and  the  sword  of  the  spirit, 
that  is,  the  word  of  God. 

HOMILY 

Jona  preached  penance  to  overcome  sin.  Now  St.  Paul  shows 
us  the  battlefield,  the  armor  we  must  wear,  if  we  are  ever  to 
“quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  most  wicked  one.”  In  response 
to  God’s  Word  let  us  sing  three  verses  of  “Lord  Who  Throughout 
These  Forty  Days,”  page  62. 

THIRD  READING  (Stand ) 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  Gospel  according  to  St. 
Matthew,  chapter  4,  verses  1-11,  and  chapter  6,  verses  16-18. 
In  this  reading  God  is  telling  us  of  the  forty  day  fast  of  Jesus  in 
the  desert  and  of  his  temptation  by  Satan.  Fasting  should  not  be 
an  external  show,  but  come  from  the  heart. 

Then  Jesus  was  led  into  the  desert  by  the  Spirit,  to  be  tempted 
by  the  devil.  And  after  fasting  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  he 
was  hungry.  And  the  tempter  came  and  said  to  him,  “If  thou  art 
the  Son  of  God,  command  that  these  stones  become  loaves  of 
bread.”  But  he  answered  and  said,  “It  is  written,  ‘Not  by  bread 
alone  does  man  live,  but  by  every  word  that  comes  forth  from  the 
mouth  of  God.’  ” 

Then  the  devil  took  him  into  the  holy  city  and  set  him  on  the 
pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  said  to  him,  “If  thou  art  the  Son  of 
God,  throw  thyself  down;  for  it  is  written,  ‘He  will  give  his  angels 
charge  concerning  thee;  and  upon  their  hands  they  shall  bear  thee 
up,  lest  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a stone.’  ” Jesus  said  to  him, 
“It  is  written  further,  ‘Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God.’  ” 

Again  the  devil  took  him  to  a very  high  mountain,  and  showed 
him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the  glory  of  them.  And 
he  said  to  him,  “All  these  things  will  I give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall 


II 


down  and  worship  me.”  Then  Jesus  said  to  him,  “Begone,  Satan! 
for  it  is  written,  ‘The  Lord  thy  God  shalt  thou  worship  and  him 
only  shalt  thou  serve.’”  Then  the  devil  left  him;  and  behold, 
angels  came  and  ministered  to  him. 

And  when  you  fast  do  not  look  gloomy  like  the  hypocrites, 
who  disfigure  their  faces  in  order  to  appear  to  men  as  fasting. 
Amen  I say  to  you,  they  have  received  their  reward.  But  thou, 
when  thou  dost  fast,  anoint  thy  head  and  wash  thy  face,  so  that 
thou  mayest  not  be  seen  fasting  by  men,  but  by  thy  Father,  who  is 
in  secret;  and  thy  Father,  who  sees  in  secret,  will  reward  thee. 

HOMILY  (Sit ) 

The  Israel  of  old  spent  forty  years  in  the  desert,  was  tempted 
and  fell  into  sin.  Christ,  the  new  Israel,  spent  forty  days  in  the 
desert  and  overcame  Satan.  We  Christians,  about  to  embark  on 
the  forty  days  of  Lent,  can  also  overcome  the  devil  if  we  unite 
ourselves  to  our  Champion.  In  response,  then,  to  God’s  Word  let 
us  all  sing  “0  Lord,  Who  Showed  Us,”  page  60. 

PRAYER  (Kneel) 

To  help  us  in  our  Lenten  observance  let  us  call  upon  the 
saints.  Litany,  page  52. 

ACTION  FOR  ASH  WEDNESDAY:  distribution  of  the  ashes  as 
the  choir  and  congregation  sing  ^^Draw  Near,  0 Lord/’ 

61.  After  the  distribution  of  the  ashes  the  ministers  recess 
as  the  hymn  ‘^Draw  Near”  is  repeated  until  the  end. 
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FIRST  WEEK  OF  LENT 

Prayer 


ENTRANCE  HYMN:  ‘‘Lord  Who  Throughout  These  Forty  Days,” 
page  62.  (Stand) 

BLESSING  AND  INCENSATION  OF  THE  BOOK. 

PRAYER 

Priest:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

Congregation:  And  with  your  spirit. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray.  Look  with  favor  on  your  people’s 

devotedness,  Lord,  that  as  they  restrain  their 
bodies  by  abstinence  they  may  be  renewed  in  mind 
by  Christian  living.  Through  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

FIRST  READING  (Sit) 

Our  three  readings  today  are  on  one  of  the  great  themes  of 
Lent:  prayer.  This  first  reading  is  taken  from  the  Book  of 
Exodus,  chapter  17,  verses  8-14.  It  shows  us  the  power  of 
prayer:  as  long  as  Moses  prayed  the  Israelites  were  successful  in 
battle. 

At  Raphidim,  Amalec  came  and  waged  war  against  Israel. 
Moses,  therefore,  said  to  Josue,  “Pick  out  certain  men,  and 
tomorrow  go  out  and  engage  Amalec  in  battle.  I will  be  standing 
on  top  of  the  hill  with  the  staff  of  God  in  my  hand.”  So  Josue 
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did  as  Moses  told  him:  he  engaged  Amalec  in  battle  after  Moses 
had  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  hill  with  Aaron  and  Hur.  As  long 
as  Moses  kept  his  hands  raised  up,  Israel  had  the  better  of  the 
fight,  but  when  he  let  his  hands  rest,  Amalec  had  the  better  of  the 
fight.  Moses’  hands,  however,  grew  tired;  so  they  put  a rock  in 
place  for  him  to  sit  on.  Meanwhile  Aaron  and  Hur  supported  his 
hands,  one  on  one  side  and  one  on  the  other,  so  that  his  hands  re- 
mained steady  till  sunset.  And  Josue  mowed  down  Amalec  and  his 
people  with  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

Then  the  Lord  said  to  Moses,  “Write  this  down  in  a document 
as  something  to  be  remembered,  and  recite  it  in  the  ears  of  Josue: 
T will  completely  blot  out  the  memory  of  Amalec  from  under  the 
heavens.’  ” 

HOMILY 

On  Israel’s  war  with  Amalec  in  the  desert.  After  leading  His 
people  through  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  God  brought  them  into 
the  desert  for  forty  years.  There  they  fought  many  a battle.  This 
scene  describes  a successful  venture  against  a powerful  desert 
tribe.  By  Moses’  prayer  they  conquered  the  enemy.  Apply  this 
to  the  Christian  life.  In  response  to  God’s  Word  let  us  meditate 
as  we  sing  two  verses  of  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61. 

SECOND  READING 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
chapter  2,  verses  37-47.  Here  we  see  how  the  early  Church  was 
united  in  fervent  prayer. 

Now  on  hearing  this  they  were  pierced  to  the  heart  and  said 
to  Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  Apostles,  “Brethren,  what  shall  we  do?” 

But  Peter  said  to  them,  “Repent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins; 
and  you  will  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  For  to  you  is  the 
promise  and  to  your  children  and  to  all  who  are  far  off,  even  to  all 
whom  the  Lord  our  God  calls  to  himself.” 
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And  with  very  many  other  words  he  bore  witness,  and  exhorted 
them,  saying,  “Save  yourselves  from  this  perverse  generation.” 

Now  they  who  received  his  word  were  baptized,  and  there  were 
added  that  day  about  three  thousand  souls. 

And  they  continued  steadfastly  in  the  teaching  of  the  apostles 
and  in  the  communion  of  the  breaking  of  the  bread  and  in  the 
prayers.  And  fear  came  upon  every  soul;  many  wonders  also 
and  signs  were  done  by  means  of  the  Apostles  in  Jerusalem,  and 
great  fear  came  upon  all.  And  all  who  believed  were  together  and 
held  all  things  in  common,  and  would  sell  their  possessions  and 
goods  and  distribute  them  among  all  according  as  anyone  had 
need.  And  continuing  daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and 
breaking  bread  in  their  houses,  they  took  their  food  with  glad- 
ness and  simplicity  of  heart,  praising  God  and  being  in  favor  with 
all  the  people.  And  day  by  day  the  Lord  added  to  their  company 
such  as  were  to  be  saved. 

HOMILY 

After  St.  Peter’s  first  sermon  three  thousand  were  converted. 
Line  by  line  this  passage  shows  how  they  lived  on  the  teaching 
of  the  Apostles,  on  the  Eucharist,  how  they  prayed,  and  how  they 
were  joined  in  charity  with  gladness  and  simplicity  of  heart.  In 
that  same  spirit  let  us  meditate  on  this  passage  as  we  respond  with 
“This  Is  Our  Accepted  Time,”  page  59. 

THIRD  READING  (Stand) 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  Gospel  according  to  St. 
Luke,  chapter  18,  verses  1-14.  Here  we  have  in  two  stories  a deep 
lesson  on  prayer. 

And  he  also  told  them  a parable — that  they  must  always  pray 
and  not  lose  heart — saying:  “There  was  a judge  in  a certain  town 
who  did  not  fear  God  and  did  not  respect  man.  Now  there  was  a 
certain  widow  in  that  town,  and  she  kept  coming  to  him,  saying, 
‘Do  me  justice  against  my  adversary.’  And  he  would  not  for  a 
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long  time.  But  afterwards  he  said  within  himself,  ‘Although  I do 
not  fear  God,  nor  even  respect  man,  yet  because  this  widow 
bothers  me,  I will  do  her  justice,  lest  by  her  continual  coming  she 
finally  wear  me  out.’  ” 


And  the  Lord  said:  “Hear  what  the  unjust  judge  says;  and  will 
not  God  avenge  his  elect,  who  cry  to  him  day  and  night?  And 
will  he  be  slow  to  act  in  their  case?  I tell  you  that  he  will  avenge 
them  quickly.  Yet  when  the  Son  of  Man  comes,  will  he  find,  do 
you  think,  faith  on  the  earth?” 

But  he  spoke  this  parable  also  to  some  who  trusted  in  them- 
selves as  being  just  and  despised  others.  “Two  men  went  up  to 
the  temple  to  pray,  the  one  a Pharisee  and  the  other  a publican. 
The  Pharisee  stood  and  began  to  pray  thus  within  himself:  ‘0 
God,  I thank  thee  that  I am  not  like  the  rest  of  men,  robbers,  dis- 
honest, adulterers,  or  even  like  this  publican.  I fast  twice  a week; 
I pay  tithes  of  all  that  I possess.’  But  the  publican,  standing  afar 
off,  would  not  so  much  as  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  but  kept 
striking  his  breast,  saying,  ‘0  God,  be  merciful  to  me  the  sinner!’ 


“I  tell  you,  this  man  went  back  to  his  home  justified  rather 
than  the  other;  for  everyone  who  exalts  himself  shall  be  humbled, 
and  he  who  humbles  himself  shall  be  exalted.’  ” 


HOMILY  (Sit ) 

The  first  parable,  picturesque  and  humorous,  shows  us  the 
need  for  perseverance  in  prayer.  The  second  story  is  a lesson  on 
humility  in  prayer.  What  a deep  instruction  is  contained  then 
in  Exodus,  Acts,  and  Luke  on  the  nature  of  prayer.  As  we  ponder 
these  things  we  join  in  prayerful  song  as  we  sing  “0  Lord,  Who 
Showed  Us,”  page  60. 
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PRAYER  (Kneel) 

To  help  us  in  our  Lenten  prayer  let  us  call  upon  the  saints. 
Litany,  page  52. 

ACTION : Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  page  56. 

EXIT  HYMN:  “Lord  Who  Throughout  These  Forty  Days,”  page 
62.  - (Stand) 
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SECOND  WEEK  OF  LENT 
Charity 


ENTRANCE  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61. 
INCENSATION  OF  THE  BOOK. 


(Stand  ) 


The  Lord  be  with  you. 

And  with  your  spirit. 

Let  us  pray.  God  of  Love  and  Wisdom,  we  are 
gathered  together  this  evening  to  meditate  on  Your 
holy  Word.  Grant  that  we  may  understand  these 
readings  on  the  Love  of  God  and  may  have  the 
conviction  to  practice  what  You  teach.  Through 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST  READING  (Sit ) 

The  theme  of  today’s  Scripture  is  Love  of  God  and  neighbor. 
This  first  reading  is  from  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  chapter  6, 
verses  1-9.  We  learn  from  this  passage  that  God  gave  the  com- 
mandment of  love  in  the  Old  Law. 

“These  then  are  the  commandments,  the  statutes  and  decrees 
which  the  Lord,  your  God,  has  ordered  that  you  be  taught  to 
observe  in  the  land  into  which  you  are  crossing  for  conquest,  so 
that  you  and  your  son  and  your  grandson  may  fear  the  Lord,  your 
God,  and  keep,  throughout  the  days  of  your  lives,  all  his  statutes 


PRAYER 

Priest: 

Congregation: 

Priest: 
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and  commandments  which  I enjoin  on  you,  and  thus  have  long 
life.  Hear  then,  Israel,  and  be  careful  to  observe  them,  that  you 
may  grow  and  prosper  the  more,  in  keeping  with  the  promise  of 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  your  fathers,  to  give  a land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey. 

“Hear,  0 Israel!  The  Lord  is  our  God,  the  Lord  alone!  There- 
fore, you  shall  love  the  Lord,  your  God,  with  all  your  heart,  and 
with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your  strength.  Take  to  heart  these 
words  which  I enjoin  on  you  today.  Drill  them  into  your  children. 
Speak  of  them  at  home  and  abroad,  whether  you  are  busy  or  at 
rest.  Bind  them  at  your  wrist  as  a sign  and  let  them  be  as  a pendant 
on  your  forehead.  Write  them  on  the  doorposts  of  your  houses 
and  on  your  gates.” 

HOMILY 

One  of  the  great  themes  of  Lent  is  Love,  expressed  sometimes 
under  the  aspect  of  almsgiving.  The  total  love  of  God,  Moses 
commanded,  we  are  to  drill  into  our  children,  and  we  are  to  keep 
this  love  in  mind  and  in  hand,  that  is,  in  thought  and  in  deed.  As 
we  meditate  on  these  words  we  sing  “Lord  Who  Throughout 
These  Forty  Days,”  page  62. 

SECOND  READING 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  St.  Paul’s  first  Letter  to  the 
Christians  of  Corinth,  chapter  13.  The  Apostle  instructs  us  on 
the  primacy  of  love. 

And  I point  out  to  you  a yet  more  excellent  way.  If  I should 
speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  but  do  not  have 
charity,  I have  become  as  sounding  brass  or  a tinkling  cymbal. 
And  if  I have  prophecy  and  know  all  mysteries  and  all  knowledge, 
and  if  I have  all  faith  so  as  to  remove  mountains,  yet  do  not  have 
charity,  I am  nothing.  And  if  I distribute  all  my  goods  to  feed 
the  poor,  and  if  I deliver  my  body  to  be  burned,  yet  do  not  have 
charity,  it  profits  me  nothing. 
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Charity  is  patient,  is  kind;  charity  does  not  envy,  is  not  pre- 
tentious, is  not  puffed  up,  is  not  ambitious,  is  not  self-seeking, 
is  not  provoked;  thinks  no  evil,  does  not  rejoice  over  wickedness, 
but  rejoices  with  the  truth;  bears  with  all  things,  believes  all 
things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all  things. 

Charity  never  fails,  whereas  prophecies  will  disappear,  and 
tongues  will  cease,  and  knowledge  will  be  destroyed.  For  we  know 
in  part  and  we  prophesy  in  part;  but  when  that  which  is  perfect 
has  come,  that  which  is  imperfect  will  be  done  away  with.  When 
I was  a child,  I spoke  as  a child,  I felt  as  a child,  I thought  as  a 
child.  Now  that  I have  become  a man,  I have  put  away  the  things 
of  a child.  We  see  now  through  a mirror  in  an  obscure  manner, 
but  then  face  to  face.  Now  I know  in  part,  but  then  I shall  know 
even  as  I have  been  known.  So  there  abide  faith,  hope  and  charity, 
these  three;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity. 

HOMILY 

Take  the  chapter,  one  of  the  most  profound  and  beautiful  in 
Scripture,  and  analyze  it  verse  by  verse.  Lent  is  the  time  to  be 
schooled  in  the  love  of  God  and  neighbor  of  which  St.  Paul 
speaks.  We  ponder  and  sing  “This  Is  Our  Accepted  Time,”  page 
59. 

THIRD  READING  (Stand ) 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  Gospel  according  to  St. 
Matthew,  chapter  5,  verses  43-48.  Here  our  Lord  Himself  teaches 
us  about  charity:  our  love  should  be  perfect  in  imitation  of  God’s 
love. 

“You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  ‘Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor, and  shalt  hate  thy  enemy.’  But  I say  to  you,  love  your 
enemies,  do  good  to  those  who  hate  you,  and  pray  for  those  who 
persecute  and  calumniate  you,  so  that  you  may  be  children  of 
your  Father  in  heaven,  who  makes  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  good  and 
the  evil,  and  sends  rain  on  the  just  and  the  unjust.  For  if  you  love 
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those  that  love  you,  what  reward  shall  you  have?  Do  not  even 
the  publicans  do  that?  And  if  you  salute  your  brethren  only, 
what  are  you  doing  more  than  others?  Do  not  even  the  Gentiles 
do  that? 

“You  therefore  are  to  be  perfect,  even  as  your  heavenly  Father 
is  perfect.” 

HOMILY  (Sit) 

Jesus  commands  us  to  love  even  those  who  persecute  us,  other- 
wise we  are  no  better  in  our  love  than  the  heathen.  God  gives 
us  the  best  example:  He  showers  His  blessings  on  the  good  and 
evil  alike.  We  should  strive  after  charity,  the  bond  of  perfection, 
and  be  perfect  in  our  love  as  God  is  perfect  in  His.  Our  song 
shows  how  altogether  we  give  ourselves  to  Christian  love:  “0 
Lord,  Who  Showed  Us,”  page  60. 

PRAYER  (Kneel) 

To  help  us  in  our  resolve  to  form  in  us  a love  for  all  men  we 
call  upon  all  the  saints.  Litany,  page  52. 

ACTION:  Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  page  56. 

EXIT  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand) 
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THIRD  WEEK  OF  LENT 
Baptism 

ENTRANCE  HYMN:  ‘‘Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand) 
INCENSATION  OF  THE  BOOK. 

PRAYER 

Priest:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

Congregation:  And  with  your  spirit. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray.  God  of  our  salvation.  You  have 

given  us  forty  days  of  prayer  and  fasting  to  pre- 
pare ourselves  for  the  renewal  of  our  baptism. 
Grant,  as  we  meditate  upon  Your  Word,  that  we 
may  reform  our  lives  and  prepare  ourselves  for 
the  great  mystery  of  Easter.  Through  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST  READING  (Sit) 

Our  theme  for  this  evening’s  devotion  is  the  Sacrament  of 
Baptism.  This  first  reading  is  from  the  Book  of  Exodus,  chapter 
14,  verses  23-31.  In  this  reading  we  learn  how  God  divided  the 
waters  of  the  Red  Sea  so  that  His  chosen  people  could  run 
through  safely  and  escape  their  enemies. 

The  Egyptians  followed  in  pursuit;  all  Pharao’s  horses  and 
chariots  and  charioteers  went  after  them  right  into  the  midst  of 
the  sea.  In  the  night  watch  just  before  dawn  the  Lord  cast  through 
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the  column  of  the  fiery  cloud  upon  the  Egyptian  force  a glance 
that  threw  it  into  a panic ; and  he  so  clogged  their  chariot  wheels 
that  they  could  hardly  drive.  With  that  the  Egyptians  sounded  the 
retreat  before  Israel,  because  the  Lord  was  fighting  for  them 
against  the  Egyptians. 

Then  the  Lord  told  Moses,  “Stretch  out  your  hand  over  the 
sea,  that  the  water  may  flow  back  upon  the  Egyptians,  upon  their 
chariots  and  their  charioteers.”  So  Moses  stretched  x)ut  his  hand 
over  the  sea,  and  at  dawn  the  sea  flowed  back  to  its  normal  depth. 
The  Egyptians  were  fleeing  head-on  toward  the  sea,  when  the 
Lord  hurled  them  into  its  midst.  As  the  water  flowed  back,  it 
covered  the  chariots  and  the  charioteers  of  Pharao’s  whole  army 
which  had  followed  the  Israelites  into  the  sea.  Not  a single  one 
of  them  escaped.  But  the  Israelites  had  marched  on  dry  land 
through  the  midst  of  the  sea,  with  the  water  like  a wall  to  their 
right  and  to  their  left.  Thus  the  Lord  saved  Israel  on  that  day 
from  the  power  of  the  Egyptians.  When  Israel  saw  the  Egyptians 
lying  dead  on  the  seashore  and  beheld  the  great  power  that  the 
Lord  had  shown  against  the  Egyptians,  they  feared  the  Lord  and 
believed  in  him  and  in  his  servant  Moses. 

HOMILY 

God’s  people  were  slaves  in  Egypt.  The  descendants  of 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  called  for  salvation  and  God  heard 
them.  He  sent  Moses  who  led  them  through  the  waters  of  the 
Red  Sea.  He  brought  them  to  safety  and  at  Mount  Sinai  molded 
them  into  His  own  special  people.  As  we  think  on  these  wonders 
we  join  with  the  Israelites  in  song:  “This  Is  Our  Accepted  Time,” 
page  59. 

SECOND  READING 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  first  Letter  of  St.  Paul 
to  the  Corinthians,  chapter  10,  verses  1-11.  We  have  an  important 
lesson  to  learn  from  Israel’s  exodus  and  redemption. 
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For  I would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  that  our  fathers 
were  all  under  the  cloud,  and  all  passed  through  the  sea,  and  all 
were  baptized  in  Moses,  in  the  cloud  and  in  the  sea. 

And  all  ate  the  same  spiritual  food,  and  drank  the  same 
spiritual  drink  (for  they  drank  from  the  spiritual  rock  which 
followed  them,  and  the  rock  was  Christ).  Yet  with  most  of  them 
Gorl  was  not  well  pleased,  for  “they  were  laid  low  in  the  desert.” 

Now  these  things  came  to  pass  as  examples  to  us,  that  we 
should  not  lust  after  evil  things  even  as  they  lusted.  And  do  not 
become  idolaters,  even  as  some  of  them  were,  as  it  is  written, 
“The  people  sat  down  to  eat  and  drink,  and  rose  up  to  play.” 
Neither  let  us  commit  fornication,  even  as  some  of  them  committed 
fornication,  and  there  fell  in  one  day  twenty-three  thousand. 
Neither  let  us  tempt  Christ,  as  some  of  them  tempted,  and 
perished  by  the  serpents.  Neither  murmur,  as  some  of  them 
murmured,  and  perished  at  the  hands  of  the  destroyer.  Now  all 
these  things  happened  to  them  as  a type,  and  they  were  written 
for  our  correction,  upon  whom  the  final  age  of  the  world  has 
come. 

HOMILY 

Right  after  Israel’s  wonderful  deliverance  from  sin  through 
the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  they  sinned  grievously  against  the  Lord 
God.  Forty  years  they  were  punished  for  their  stubbornness,  a 
stiff-necked  people.  These  events  happened  for  an  example  to  us; 
they  are  for  our  correction.  As  we  mentally  recall  these  happen- 
ings in  salvation  history  we  sing  the  first  three  verses  of  “Lord 
Who  Throughout  These  Forty  Days,”  page  62. 

THIRD  READING  (Stand ) 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  Gospel  according  to  St. 
John,  chapter  3,  verses  1-8.  To  become  a member  of  the  new 
chosen  people  and  a citizen  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  one  must  be 
reborn  through  baptism  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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Now  there  was  a certain  man  among  the  Pharisees,  Nicodemus 
by  name,  a ruler  of  the  Jews.  This  man  came  to  Jesus  at  night, 
and  said  to  him,  ‘‘Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  hast  come  a teacher 
from  God,  for  no  one  can  work  these  signs  that  thou  workest 
unless  God  be  with  him.”  Jesus  answered  and  said  to  him,  “Amen, 
amen,  I say  to  thee,  unless  a man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see 
the  kingdom  of  God.”  Nicodemus  said  to  him,  “How  can  a man 
be  born  when  he  is  old?  Can  he  enter  a second  time  into  his 
mother’s  womb  and  be  born  again?” 

Jesus  answered,  “Amen,  amen,  I say  to  thee,  unless  a man  be 
born  again  of  water  and  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God.  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh;  and  that 
which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit.  Do  not  wonder  that  I said  to 
thee,  ‘You  must  be  born  again.’  The  wind  blows  where  it  will, 
and  thou  hearest  its  sound  but  dost  not  know  where  it  comes  from 
or  where  it  goes.  So  is  everyone  who  is  born  of  the  Spirit.” 

HOMILY  (Sit ) 

Nicodemus  comes  to  Jesus  secretly  at  night.  Jesus  proclaims 
the  doctrine  of  rebirth  through  Baptism  to  him.  It  is  a great 
mystery,  a new  exodus  from  sin  and  death,  one  which  we  shall 
re-enact  in  the  Easter  Vigil.  Respond  to  God’s  Word  with  “0 
Lord,  Who  Showed  Us,”  page  60. 

PRAYER  (Kneel ) 

To  help  us  renew  our  baptismal  promises  we  call  upon  the 
saints.  Litany,  page  52. 

ACTION:  Renewal  of  baptismal  promises  from  the  Easter  Vigil 
Service.  The  priest  sprinkles  the  congregation  with  Holy  Water. 
He  then  collects  the  prayers  of  all  the  people  with  this  oration: 

Priest:  Let  us  pray.  Almighty  God,  You  brought  Israel 

through  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  and  redeemed 
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for  Yourself  a chosen  race;  grant  that  we  who 
have  passed  through  the  waters  of  Baptism  may 
have  the  strength  to  preserve  this  new  life. 
Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

EXIT  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand) 
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FOURTH  WEEK  OF  LENT 
Repentance 


ENTRANCE  HYMN:  “Lord  Who  Throughout  These  Forty  Days,” 
page  62.  (Stand) 

INCENSATION  OF  THE  BOOK. 

PRAYER 

Priest:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

Congregation:  And  with  your  spirit. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray.  Grant,  ahnighty  God,  that  your 

people  who  discipline  themselves  during  this  solemn 
fast  may  find  joy  in  its  holy  observance.  May 
they  moderate  their  attachment  to  earthly  things 
and  so  more  surely  attain  the  good  things  of 
Heaven.  Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST  READING  (Sit ) 

Our  theme  for  this  evening’s  devotion  is  repentance.  Thia 
first  reading  is  from  the  Prophet  Osee,  chapter  14,  verses  2-10. 
Here  God  reproaches  Israel  for  sin  and  promises  His  protection 
and  blessing  if  His  people  will  only  ask  forgiveness. 

Return,  0 Israel,  to  the  Lord,  your  God; 
you  have  collapsed  through  your  guilt. 
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Take  with  you  words, 
and  return  to  the  Lord; 

Say  to  him,  “Forgive  all  iniquity, 

and  receive  what  is  good,  that  we  may  render 
as  offerings  the  bullocks  from  our  stalls. 

Assyria  will  not  save  us, 

nor  shall  we  have  horses  to  mount; 

We  shall  say  no  more,  ‘Our  god,’ 
to  the  work  of  our  hands; 
for  in  you  the  orphan  finds  compassion.” 

I will  heal  their  defection, 

I will  love  them  freely; 

for  my  wrath  is  turned  away  from  them. 

I will  be  like  the  dew  for  Israel: 
he  shall  blossom  like  the  lily; 

He  shall  strike  root  like  the  Lebanon  cedar, 
and  put  forth  his  shoots. 

His  splendor  shall  be  like  the  olive  tree 
and  his  fragrance  like  the  Lebanon  cedar. 

Again  they  shall  dwell  in  his  shade 
and  raise  grain; 

They  shall  blossom  like  the  vine, 

and  his  fame  shall  be  like  the  wine  of  Lebanon. 

Ephraim!  What  more  has  he  to  do  with  idols? 

I have  humbled  him,  but  I will  prosper  him. 

“I  am  like  a verdant  cypress  tree” — 

Because  of  me  you  bear  fruit! 

Let  him  who  is  wise  understand  these  things; 
let  him  who  is  prudent  know  them. 

Straight  are  the  paths  of  the  Lord, 
in  them  the  just  walk, 
but  sinners  stumble  in  them. 
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HOMILY 


Osee  preached  social  and  moral  reform  in  the  eighth  century 
before  Christ.  If  Israel  will  only  repent  God  will  “heal  their 
defection,  love  them  freely,  and  turn  away  His  anger  from  them.” 
In  agricultural  terms  the  prophet  promises  blessings  upon  Israel 
for  repentance.  As  we  take  to  heart  the  words  of  the  prophet  we 
join  in  singing  our  response:  “This  Is  Our  Accepted  Time,”  page 
59. 

SECOND  READING 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  St.  Paul’s  letter  to  the 
Christians  of  Ephesus,  chapter  4,  verses  17^32.  The  Apostle  urges 
us  to  continue  our  repentance  each  day  of  our  lives. 

This,  therefore,  I say  and  testify  in  the  Lord,  that  henceforward 
you  are  not  to  walk  as  the  Gentiles  walk  in  the  futility  of  their 
mind,  having  their  understanding  clouded  in  darkness,  estranged 
from  the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  because 
of  the  blindness  of  their  heart.  For  they  have  given  themselves 
up  in  despair  to  sensuality,  greedily  practicing  every  kind  of  un- 
cleanness. But  you  have  not  so  learned  Christ — for  surely  you 
have  heard  of  him  and  have  been  taught  in  him  (as  truth  is  in 
Jesus)  that  as  regards  your  former  manner  of  life  you  are  to  put 
off  the  old  man,  which  is  being  corrupted  through  its  deceptive 
lusts.  But  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your  mind,  and  put  on  the 
new  man,  which  has  been  created  according  to  God  in  justice  and 
holiness  of  truth. 

Wherefore,  put  away  lying  and  speak  truth  each  one  with  his 
neighbor,  because  we  are  members  of  one  another.  “Be  angry 
and  do  not  sin”:  do  not  let  the  sun  go  down  upon  your  anger: 
do  not  give  place  to  the  devil.  He  who  was  wont  to  steal,  let  him 
steal  no  longer,  but  rather  let  him  labor,  working  with  his  hands 
at  what  is  good,  that  he  may  have  something  to  share  with  him 
who  suffers  need.  Let  no  ill  speech  proceed  from  your  mouth,  but 
whatever  is  good  for  supplying  what  fits  the  current  necessity, 
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that  it  may  give  grace  to  the  hearers.  And  do  not  grieve  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God,  in  whom  you  were  sealed  for  the  day  of  redemption. 
Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and  indignation,  and  clamor,  and 
reviling,  be  removed  from  you,  along  with  all  malice.  On  the 
contrary,  be  kind  to  one  another,  and  merciful,  generously  for- 
giving one  another,  as  also  God  in  Christ  has  generously  forgiven 
you. 


HOMILY 

We  were  all  estranged  from  God,  walking  in  the  futility  of 
our  minds,  clouded  in  darkness,  estranged  from  the  life  of  God. 
Before  conversion  we  were  all  given  to  sensuality  and  sin.  Now 
that  we  have  put  on  Christ  as  a cloak  we  must  put  off  the  habit 
of  sin  and  avoid:  lying,  anger,  stealing,  ill  speech,  bitterness, 
and  malice.  We  must  repent  and  be  kind,  generous  in  forgiving 
one  another.  Our  repentance  must  be  continued  and  persevering. 
We  respond  to  God’s  Word  with  the  first  two  verses  of  ‘‘Draw 
Near,  O Lord,”  page  61. 

THIRD  READING  (Stand ) 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  the  Gospel  according  to  St. 
Luke,  chapter  7,  verses  36-50.  Jesus  forgives  the  sins  of  the 
penitent  woman. 

Now  one  of  the  Pharisees  asked  him  to  dine  with  him;  so  he 
went  into  the  house  of  the  Pharisee  and  reclined  at  table.  And 
behold,  a woman  in  the  town  who  was  a sinner,  upon  learning 
that  he  was  at  table  in  the  Pharisee’s  house,  brought  an  alabaster 
jar  of  ointment;  and  standing  behind  him  at  his  feet,  she  began 
to  bathe  his  feet  with  her  tears,  and  wiped  them  with  the  hair  of 
her  head,  and  kissed  his  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  ointment. 

Now  when  the  Pharisee,  who  had  invited  him,  saw  it,  he  said 
to  himself,  “This  man,  were  he  a prophet,  would  surely  know  who 
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and  what  manner  of  woman  this  is  who  is  touching  him,  for  she  is 
a sinner.” 

And  Jesus  answered  and  said  to  him,  “Simon,  I have  some- 
thing to  say  to  thee.”  And  he  said,  “Master,  speak.”  “A  certain 
money-lender  had  two  debtors;  the  one  owed  five  hundred 
denarii,  the  other  fifty.  As  they  had  no  means  of  paying,  he  for- 
gave both.  Which  of  them,  therefore,  will  love  him  more?” 
Simon  answered  and  said,  “He,  I suppose,  to  whom  he  forgave 
more.”  And  he  said  to  him,  “Thou  hast  judged  rightly.”  And 
turning  to  the  woman,  he  said  to  Simon,  “Dost  thou  see  this 
woman?  I came  into  thy  house;  thou  gavest  me  no  water  for  my 
feet;  but  she  has  bathed  my  feet  with  tears,  and  has  wiped  them 
with  her  hair.  Thou  gavest  me  no  kiss;  but  she,  from  the  moment 
she  entered,  has  not  ceased  to  kiss  my  feet.  Thou  didst  not  anoint 
my  head  with  oil;  but  she  has  anointed  my  feet  with  ointment. 
Wherefore  I say  to  thee,  her  sins,  many  as  they  are,  shall  be  for- 
given her,  because  she  has  loved  much.  But  be  to  whom  little  is 
forgiven,  loves  little.”  And  he  said  to  her,  “Thy  sins  are  forgiven.” 
And  they  who  were  at  table  with  him  began  to  say  within  them- 
selves, “Who  is  this  man,  who  even  forgives  sins?”  But  he  said 
to  the  woman,  “Thy  faith  has  saved  thee ; go  in  peace.” 

HOMILY  (Sit ) 

Osee  preached  repentance,  and  St.  Paul  teaches  permanent 
turning  from  sin.  Here  in  St.  Luke,  the  Gospel  of  divine  mercy 
and  forgiveness,  the  evangelist  paints  a colorful  picture  of  Christ, 
the  divine  physician,  healing  the  sinner  woman.  Because  of  her 
love  and  faith  the  Lord  forgives  her  sins  and  brings  her  peace. 
We  meditate  on  this  scene  as  we  sing  “0  Lord,  Who  Showed  Us,” 
page  60. 

PRAYER  (Kneel ) 

Pray  to  the  court  of  heaven  for  the  grace  of  forgiveness  and 
repentance.  Litany,  page  52. 
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ACTION:  Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament.  Confessions 
might  well  be  heard  after  the  service  as  an  action. 

EXIT  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand) 
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FIRST  WEEK  OF  THE  PASSION 


ENTRANCE  HYMN:  “Lord  Who  Throughout  These  Forty  Days,” 
page  62.  (Stand) 

INCENSATION  OF  THE  BOOK. 

PRAYER 

Priest:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

Congregation:  And  with  your  spirit. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray.  Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  You 

ask  us  to  be  humble  like  our  Savior,  whom  You 
willed  to  take  our  flesh  and  to  die  for  us  on  the 
cross;  mercifully  grant  that  we  may  take  to  heart 
the  lesson  of  His  patient  suffering  and  have  a part 
in  His  resurrection.  Through  the  same  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST  READING  (Sit ) 

The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  Second  Isaia,  chapter  52, 
verse  13  to  chapter  53,  verse  12.  This  is  a vivid  description  of 
the  Suffering  Servant. 

See,  my  servant  shall  prosper, 

he  shall  be  raised  high  and  greatly  exalted. 

Even  as  many  were  amazed  at  him — 

so  marred  was  his  look  beyond  that  of  man, 
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and  his  appearance  beyond  that  of  mortals  — 

So  shall  he  startle  many  nations, 

because  of  him  kings  shall  stand  speechless; 

For  those  who  have  not  been  told  shall  see, 
those  who  have  not  heard  shall  ponder  it. 

Who  would  believe  what  we  have  heard? 

To  whom  has  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed? 

He  grew  up  like  a sapling  before  him, 
like  a shoot  from  the  parched  earth; 

There  was  in  him  no  stately  bearing  to  make  us  look  at  him, 
nor  appearance  that  would  attract  us  to  him. 

He  was  spurned  and  avoided  by  men, 

a man  of  suffering,  accustomed  to  infirmity. 

One  of  those  from  whom  men  hide  their  faces, 
spurned,  and  we  held  him  in  no  esteem. 

Yet  it  was  our  infirmities  that  he  bore, 
our  sufferings  that  he  endured. 

While  we  thought  of  him  as  stricken, 
as  one  smitten  by  God  and  afflicted. 

But  he  was  pierced  for  our  offenses, 
crushed  for  our  sins; 

Upon  him  was  the  chastisement  that  makes  us  whole, 
by  his  stripes  we  were  healed. 

We  had  all  gone  astray  like  sheep, 
each  following  his  own  way; 

But  the  Lord  laid  upon  him 
the  guilt  of  us  all. 

Though  he  was  harshly  treated,  he  submitted 
and  opened  not  his  mouth; 

Like  a lamb  led  to  the  slaughter 
or  a sheep  before  the  shearers, 
he  was  silent  and  opened  not  his  mouth. 


34 


Oppressed  and  condemned,  he  was  taken  away, 

and  who  would  have  thought  any  more  of  his  destiny? 
When  he  was  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living, 
and  smitten  for  the  sin  of  his  people, 

A grave  was  assigned  him  among  the  wicked 
and  a burial  place  with  evildoers. 

Though  he  had  done  no  wrong 
nor  spoken  any  falsehood. 

[But  the  Lord  was  pleased 
to  crush  him  in  infirmity.] 


If  he  gives  his  life  as  an  offering  for  sin, 
he  shall  see  his  descendants  in  a long  life, 
and  the  will  of  the  Lord  shall  be  accomplished  through  him. 
Because  of  his  aflSiction 

he  shall  see  the  light  in  fullness  of  days; 

Through  his  suffering,  my  servant  shall  justify  many, 
and  their  guilt  he  shall  bear. 

Therefore  I will  give  him  his  portion  among  the  great, 
and  he  shall  divide  the  spoils  with  the  mighty. 

Because  he  surrendered  himself  to  death 
and  was  counted  among  the  wicked; 

And  he  shall  take  away  the  sins  of  many, 
and  win  pardon  for  their  offenses. 

HOMILY 

This  is  a remarkable  description  of  the  sinless  Servant  of  the 
Lord,  who  by  his  voluntary  suffering  atones  for  the  sins  of 
Israel,  and  saves  them  from  due  punishment  at  the  hand  of  God. 
Fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  is  in  the  Passion  of  Christ  our  Lord. 
As  we  contemplate  these  sacred  words  let  us  sing  “0  Sacred  Head,” 
page  63. 
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SECOND  READING 


The  Word  of  God  as  recorded  in  St.  Paul’s  letter  to  the 
Christians  of  Philippi,  chapter  2,  verses  5-11.  Christ  was  obedient 
to  death,  even  to  death  on  a cross. 

Have  this  mind  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus,  who 
though  he  was  by  nature  God,  did  not  consider  being  equal  to  God 
a thing  to  be  clung  to,  but  emptied  himself,  taking  the  nature  of 
a slave  and  being  made  like  unto  men.  And  appearing  in  the  form 
of  man,  he  humbled  himself,  becoming  obedient  to  death,  even 
to  death  on  a cross.  Therefore,  God  also  has  exalted  him  and  has 
bestowed  upon  him  the  name  that  is  above  every  name,  so  that 
at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bend  of  those  in  heaven, 
on  earth  and  under  the  earth,  and  every  tongue  should  confess 
that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  in  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

HOMILY 

In  meditation  on  the  Passion  we  should  have  that  mind  in  us 
which  Jesus  had:  humility,  obedience,  and  submission  to  the  will 
of  the  Father.  He  is  God  and  yet  He  so  humiliated  Himself  that 
He  became  like  one  of  us,  with  all  our  weakness,  excepting  sin. 
This  is  why  God  raised  Him  up.  We  too  must  suffer  in  union  with 
Him  for  the  building  up  of  the  Body  of  Christ.  As  we  ponder 
these  words  we  sing:  “This  Is  Our  Accepted  Time,”  page  59. 

THIRD  READING  (Stand ) 

The  Passion  of  Jesus  Christ  according  to  St.  Matthew,  chapter 
27,  verses  26-50. 

Then  he  released  to  them  Barabbas;  but  Jesus  he  scourged  and 
delivered  to  them  to  be  crucified.  Then  the  soldiers  of  the  pro- 
curator took  Jesus  into  the  praetorium,  and  gathered  together 
about  him  the  whole  cohort.  And  they  stripped  him  and  put  on 
him  a scarlet  cloak;  and  plaiting  a crown  of  thorns,  they  put  it 
upon  his  head,  and  a reed  into  his  right  hand;  and  bending  the 
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knee  before  him  they  mocked  him,  saying,  “Hail,  King  of  the 
Jews!”  And  they  spat  on  him,  and  took  the  reed  and  kept  striking 

him  on  the  head.  , i n u- 

And  when  they  had  mocked  him,  they  took  the  cloak  oil  him 

and  put  his  own  garments  on  him,  and  led  him  away  to  crucify 
him.  Now  as  they  went  out,  they  found  a man  of  Gyrene  named 
Simon;  him  they  forced  to  take  up  his  cross.  And  they  came  to 
the  place  called  Golgotha,  that  is,  the  Place  of  the  Skull. 

And  they  gave  him  wine  to  drink  mixed  with  gall;  but  when 
he  had  tasted  it,  he  would  not  drink.  And  after  they  had  crucified 
him,  they  divided  his  garments,  casting  lots,  to  fulfill  what  was 
spoken  through  the  prophet,  “They  divided  my  garments  among 
them,  and  upon  my  vesture  they  cast  lots.”  And  sitting  down  they 
kept  watch  over  him.  And  they  put  above  his  head  the  charge 
against  him,  written,  “This  is  Jesus,  the  King  of  the  Jews. 

Then  two  robbers  were  crucified  with  him,  one  on  his  right 
hand  and  one  on  his  left.  Now  the  passers-by  were  jeering  at  him, 
shaking  their  heads,  and  saying,  “Thou  who  destroyest  the  temple, 
and  in  three  days  buildest  it  up  again,  save  thyself!  If  thou  art 
the  Son  of  God,  come  down  from  the  cross!”  In  like  manner,^ the 
chief  priests  with  the  Scribes  and  the  elders,  mocking,  said,  “He 
saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save!  If  he  is  the  King  of  Israel, 
let  him  come  down  now  from  the  cross,  and  we  will  believe  him. 
He  trusted  in  God;  let  him  deliver  him  now,  if  he  wants  him;  for 
he  said,  ‘I  am  the  Son  of  God.’  ” And  the  robbers  also,  who  were 
crucified  with  him,  reproached  him  in  the  same  way. 

Now  from  the  sixth  hour  there  was  darkness  over  the  whole 
land  until  the  ninth  hour.  But  about  the  ninth  hour  Jesus  cried 
out  with  a loud  voice,  saying,  “Eli,  Eli,  lema  sabacthani,  that  is, 
“My  God,  my  God,  who  hast  thou  forsaken  me?”  And  some  of 
the  bystanders  on  hearing  this  said.  This  man  is  calling  Elias. 
And  immediately  one  of  them  ran  and,  taking  a sponge,  soaked  it 
in  common  wine,  put  it  on  a reed  and  offered  it  to  him  to  drink. 
But  the  rest  said,  “Wait,  let  us  see  whether  Elias  is  coming  to  save 
him.”  But  Jesus  again  cried  out  with  a loud  voice,  and  gave  up  his 
spirit. 
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HOMILY 


(Sit) 

The  prophecy  of  Second  Isaia  is  fulfilled,  Christ  is  obedient 
even  to  death,  doing  the  will  of  His  Father.  He  was  scourged  and 
delivered  to  be  crucified.  He  carried  His  cross  and  died  on  it  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  With  song  we  join  our  Savior  in 
His  wondrous  Passion  and  sing  “Heart  of  Christ,”  page  64. 

PRAYER  (Kneel ) 

Join  the  court  of  Heaven  in  adoration  of  the  Lamb  of  God 
slain  for  the  sins  of  all  men.  Litany,  page  52. 

ACTION:  Adoration  of  the  CrosSy  or  Benediction  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  page  56. 

EXIT  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand) 
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SECOND  WEEK  OF  THE  PASSION 
Holy  Week 


ENTRANCE  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand ) 
INCENSATION  OF  THE  BOOK. 

PRAYER 

Priest:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

Congregation:  And  with  your  spirit. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray.  God  of  mercy  and  forgiveness,  You 

willed  that  Your  Son  should  suffer  on  a scaffold, 
the  cross,  that  we  might  be  delivered  from  the 
Enemy’s  power.  Grant  the  grace  of  resurrection 
to  us  Your  servants.  Through  the  same  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST  READING  (Sit ) 

Our  readings  for  Holy  Week  are  taken  from  the  Book  of 
Lamentations.  The  Church  applies  these  songs  of  sorrow  over 
the  destruction  and  evil  of  Jerusalem  to  the  Passion  of  Jesus, 
the  suffering  Messia.  From  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremia  the 
Prophet,  chapter  1. 

How  lonely  she  is  now, 
the  once  crowded  city! 
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Widowed  is  she 

who  was  mistress  over  nations; 

The  princes  among  the  provinces 
has  been  made  a toiling  slave. 

Bitterly  she  weeps  at  night, 
tears  upon  her  cheeks, 

With  not  one  to  console  her 
of  all  her  dear  ones; 

Her  friends  have  all  betrayed  her 
and  become  her  enemies. 

Juda  has  fled  into  exile 

from  oppression  and  cruel  slavery; 

Yet  where  she  lives  among  the  nations 
she  finds  no  place  to  rest: 

All  her  persecutors  come  upon  her 
where  she  is  narrowly  confined. 

The  roads  to  Sion  mourn 

for  lack  of  pilgrims  going  to  her  feasts 

All  her  gateways  are  deserted, 
her  priests  groan. 

Her  virgins  sigh; 

she  is  in  bitter  grief. 

Her  foes  are  uppermost, 
her  enemies  are  at  ease ; 

The  Lord  has  punished  her 
for  her  many  sins. 

Her  little  ones  have  gone  away, 
captive  before  the  foe. 

Gone  from  daughter  Sion 
is  all  her  glory: 
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Her  princes,  like  rams 
that  find  no  pasture, 

Have  gone  off  without  strength 
before  their  captors. 

Jerusalem  is  mindful  of  the  days 
of  her  wretched  homelessness. 

When  her  people  fell  into  enemy  hands, 
and  she  had  no  one  to  help  her; 

When  her  foes  gloated  over  her, 
laughed  at  her  ruin. 

Through  the  sin  of  which  she  is  guilty, 
Jerusalem  is  defiled; 

All  who  esteemed  her  think  her  vile 
now  that  they  see  her  nakedness; 

She  herself  groans 
and  turns  away. 

Her  filth  is  on  her  skirt; 

she  gave  no  thought  how  she  would  end. 

Astounding  is  her  downfall, 
with  no  one  to  console  her. 

Look,  0 Lord,  upon  her  misery, 
for  the  enemy  has  triumphed! 

The  foe  stretched  out  his  hand 
to  all  her  treasures; 

She  has  seen  those  nations 
enter  her  sanctuary 

Whom  you  forbade  to  come 
into  your  assembly. 

All  her  people  groan, 
searching  for  bread; 
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They  give  their  treasures  for  food, 
to  retain  the  breath  of  life. 

“Look,  0 Lord,  and  see 

how  worthless  I have  become! 

“Come,  all  you  who  pass  by  the  way, 
look  and  see 

Whether  there  is  any  suffering  like  my  suffering, 
which  has  been  dealt  me 

When  the  Lord  afflicted  me 

on  the  day  of  his  blazing  wrath. 

“From  on  high  he  sent  fire 
down  into  my  very  frame; 

He  spread  a net  for  my  feet, 
and  overthrew  me. 

He  left  me  desolate, 
in  pain  all  the  day. 

“He  has  kept  watch  over  my  sins; 
by  his  hand  they  have  been  plaited: 

They  have  settled  about  my  neck, 

he  has  brought  my  strength  to  its  knees; 

The  Lord  has  delivered  me  into  their  grip, 

I am  unable  to  rise. 

“All  the  mighty  ones  in  my  midst 
the  Lord  has  cast  away; 

He  summoned  an  army  against  me 
to  crush  my  young  men; 

The  Lord  has  trodden  in  the  wine  press 
virgin  daughter  Juda. 

“At  this  I weep, 

my  eyes  run  with  tears: 
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Far  from  me  are  all  who  could  console  me, 
any  who  might  revive  me; 

My  sons  were  reduced  to  silence 
when  the  enemy  prevailed.” 

Sion  stretched  out  her  hands, 

but  there  was  no  one  to  console  her; 

The  Lord  gave  orders  against  Jacob 
for  his  neighbors  to  be  his  foes; 

Jerusalem  has  become  in  their  midst 
a thing  unclean. 

“The  Lord  is  just; 

I had  defied  his  command. 

Listen,  all  you  peoples, 
and  behold  my  suffering: 

My  maidens  and  my  youths 
have  gone  into  captivity. 

“I  cried  out  to  my  lovers, 
but  they  failed  me. 

My  priests  and  my  elders 
perished  in  the  city; 

Where  they  sought  food  for  themselves, 
they  found  it  not. 

“Look,  0 Lord,  upon  my  distress: 
all  within  me  is  in  ferment. 

My  heart  recoils  within  me 
from  my  monstrous  rebellion. 

In  the  streets  the  sword  bereaves, 
at  home  death  stalks. 

“Give  heed  to  my  groaning; 
there  is  no  one  to  console  me. 
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All  my  enemies  rejoice  at  my  misfortune: 
it  is  you  who  have  wrought  it. 

Bring  on  the  day  you  have  proclaimed, 
they  they  may  be  even  as  I. 

“Let  all  their  evil  come  before  you; 
deal  with  them 

As  you  have  dealt  with  me 
for  all  my  sins; 

My  groans  are  many, 
and  I am  sick  at  heart.” 


HOMILY 

The  five  chapters  of  the  Book  of  Lamentations  were  com- 
posed by  an  eyewitness  of  Israel’s  misery  not  long  after  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem  (587  B.C.).  Like  the  other  chapters 
this  first  lamentation  combines  four  principal  ideas:  confession 
of  sin,  grief  over  the  suffering  of  Sion,  humble  submission  to 
punishment  for  sin,  and  strong  faith  in  the  Lord’s  love  and 
power  to  restore.  How  graphically  these  words  apply  to  the 
suffering  Christ.  We  meditate  in  song.  Our  response  is  “0 
Sacred  Head,”  page  63. 

SECOND  READING 

From  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremia  the  Prophet,  chapter  3. 

I am  a man  who  knows  affliction 
from  the  rod  of  his  anger. 

One  whom  he  has  led  and  forced  to  walk 
in  darkness,  not  in  the  light; 

Against  me  alone  he  brings  back  his  hand 
again  and  again  all  the  day. 
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He  has  worn  away  my  flesh  and  my  skin, 
he  has  broken  my  bones; 

He  has  beset  me  round  about 
with  poverty  and  weariness; 

He  has  left  me  to  dwell  in  the  dark 
like  those  long  dead. 

He  has  hemmed  me  in  with  no  escape 
and  weighed  me  down  with  chains; 

Even  when  I cry  out  for  help, 
he  stops  my  prayer; 

He  has  blocked  my  ways  with  fitted  stones, 
and  turned  my  paths  aside. 

A lurking  bear  he  has  been  to  me, 
a lion  in  ambush! 

He  deranged  my  ways,  set  me  astray, 
left  me  desolate. 

He  bent  his  bow,  and  set  me  up 
as  the  target  for  his  arrow. 

He  pierces  my  sides 

with  shafts  from  his  quiver. 

I have  become  a laughingstock  for  all  nations, 
their  taunt  all  the  day  long; 

He  has  sated  me  with  bitter  food, 

made  me  drink  my  fill  of  wormwood. 


He  has  broken  my  teeth  with  gravel, 
pressed  my  face  in  the  dust; 

My  soul  is  deprived  of  peace, 

I have  forgotten  what  happiness  is; 
I tell  myself  my  future  is  lost, 
all  that  I hoped  for  from  the  Lord. 
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The  thought  of  my  homeless  poverty 
is  wormwood  and  gall; 

Remembering  it  over  and  over 

leaves  my  soul  downcast  within  me. 

But  I will  call  this  to  mind, 
as  my  reason  to  have  hope: 

The  favors  of  the  Lord  are  not  exhausted, 
his  mercies  are  not  spent; 

They  are  renewed  each  morning, 
so  great  is  his  faithfulness. 

My  portion  is  the  Lord,  says  my  soul; 
therefore  will  I hope  in  him. 

Good  is  the  Lord  to  one  who  waits  for  him, 
to  the  soul  that  seeks  him; 

It  is  good  to  hope  in  silence 
for  the  saving  help  of  the  Lord. 

It  is  good  for  a man  to  bear 
the  yoke  from  his  youth. 

Let  him  sit  alone  and  in  silence, 
when  it  is  laid  upon  him. 

Let  him  put  his  mouth  to  the  dust; 
there  may  yet  be  hope. 

Let  him  offer  his  cheek  to  be  struck, 
let  him  be  filled  with  disgrace. 


For  the  Lord’s  rejection 
does  not  last  forever; 

Though  he  punishes,  he  takes  pity, 
in  the  abundance  of  his  mercies; 

He  has  no  joy  in  aflSicting 
or  grieving  the  sons  of  men. 
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When  anyone  tramples  underfoot 
all  the  prisoners  in  the  land, 

When  he  distorts  men’s  rights 

in  the  very  sight  of  the  Most  High, 

When  he  presses  a crooked  claim, 

the  Lord  does  not  look  on  unconcerned. 

Who  commands,  so  that  it  comes  to  pass, 
except  the  Lord  ordains  it; 

Except  it  proceeds  from  the  mouth  of  the  Most  High, 
whether  the  thing  be  good  or  bad! 

Why  should  any  living  man  complain, 
any  mortal,  in  the  face  of  his  sins? 


Let  us  search  and  examine  our  ways 
that  we  may  return  to  the  Lord! 

Let  us  reach  out  our  hearts 
toward  God  in  heaven! 

We  have  sinned  and  rebelled; 
you  have  not  forgiven  us. 


You  veiled  yourself  in  wrath  and  pursued  us, 
you  slew  us  and  took  no  pity; 

You  wrapped  yourself  in  a cloud 
which  prayer  could  not  pierce. 

You  have  made  us  offscourings  and  refuse 
among  the  nations. 


All  our  enemies 

have  opened  their  mouths  against  us; 

Terror  and  the  pit  have  been  our  lot, 
desolation  and  destruction; 

My  eyes  run  with  streams  of  water 

over  the  downfall  of  the  daughter  of  my  people. 
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My  eyes  flow  without  ceasing, 
there  is  no  respite, 

Till  the  Lord  from  heaven 
looks  down  and  sees. 

My  eyes  torment  my  soul 

at  the  sight  of  all  the  daughters  of  my  city. 


Those  who  were  my  enemies  without  cause 
hunted  me  down  like  a bird; 

They  struck  me  down  alive  in  the  pit, 
and  sealed  me  in  with  a stone. 

The  waters  flowed  over  my  head, 
and  I said,  “I  am  lost!” 

I called  upon  your  name,  0 Lord, 
from  the  bottom  of  the  pit; 

You  heard  me  call,  “Let  not  your  ear 
be  deaf  to  my  cry  for  help!” 

You  came  to  my  aid  when  I called  to  you; 
you  said,  “Have  no  fear!” 

You  defended  me  in  mortal  danger, 
you  redeemed  my  life. 

You  see,  0 Lord,  how  I am  wronged; 
do  me  justice! 

You  see  all  their  vindictiveness, 
all  their  plots  against  me. 


You  hear  their  insults,  0 Lord, 

[all  their  plots  against  me]. 

The  whispered  murmurings  of  my  foes, 
against  me  all  the  day; 

Whether  they  sit  or  stand, 
see,  I am  their  taunt  song. 
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Requite  them  as  they  deserve,  0 Lord, 
according  to  their  deeds; 

Give  them  hardness  of  heart, 
as  your  curse  upon  them; 

Pursue  them  in  wrath  and  destroy  them 
from  under  your  heavens! 


HOMILY 

The  sufferings  of  the  prophet  and  his  people  foreshadow 
the  sufferings  of  Christ  and  His  Church.  Jesus  suffered  bitterly 
in  His  Passion  and  death  and  He  continues  His  redeeming  work 
in  the  persecution  and  suffering  of  His  Body,  the  Church.  Just 
as  the  individual  and  corporate  are  combined  in  this  poem  so 
too  do  we  meditate  on  this  dirge  in  the  individual  (Christ)  and 
collective  (Church)  sense.  “Let  us  search  and  examine  our  ways 
that  we  may  return  to  the  Lord!”  (v.  40)  Our  song  shows  how 
altogether  we  join  in  meditation  on  the  mystery  of  our  Lord’s 
Passion.  “Lord  Who  Throughout  These  Forty  Days,”  page  62. 

THIRD  READING  (Stand) 

From  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremia  the  Prophet,  chapter  5. 

Remember,  0 Lord,  what  has  befallen  us, 
look,  and  see  our  disgrace: 

Our  inherited  lands  have  been  turned  over  to  strangers, 
our  homes  to  foreigners. 

We  have  become  orphans,  fatherless; 
widowed  are  our  mothers. 

The  water  we  drink  we  must  buy, 
for  our  own  wood  we  must  pay. 

On  our  necks  is  the  yoke  of  those  who  drive  us; 
we  are  worn  out,  but  allowed  no  rest. 
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To  Egypt  we  submitted, 

and  to  Assyria,  to  fill  our  need  of  bread. 

Our  fathers,  who  sinned,  are  no  more; 
but  we  bear  their  guilt. 

Slaves  rule  over  us; 

there  is  no  one  to  rescue  us  from  their  hands. 

At  the  peril  of  our  lives  we  bring  in  our  sustenance, 
in  the  face  of  the  desert  heat; 

Our  skin  is  shriveled  up,  as  though  by  a furnace, 
with  the  searing  blasts  of  famine. 

The  wives  in  Sion  were  ravished  by  the  enemy, 
the  maidens  in  the  cities  of  Juda; 

Princes  were  gibbeted  by  them, 
elders  shown  no  respect. 

The  youths  carry  the  millstones, 

boys  stagger  under  their  loads  of  wood; 

The  old  men  have  abandoned  the  gate, 
the  young  men  their  music. 

The  joy  of  our  hearts  has  ceased, 

our  dance  has  turned  into  mourning; 

The  garlands  have  fallen  from  our  heads: 
woe  to  us,  for  we  have  sinned! 

Over  this  our  hearts  are  sick, 
at  this  our  eyes  grow  dim: 

That  Mount  Sion  should  be  desolate, 
with  jackals  roaming  there! 

You,  0 Lord,  are  enthroned  forever; 
your  throne  stands  from  age  to  age. 

Why,  then,  should  you  forget  us, 
abandon  us  so  long  a time? 

Lead  us  back  to  you,  0 Lord,  that  we  may  be  restored: 
give  us  anew  such  days  as  we  had  of  old. 
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For  now  you  have  indeed  rejected  us, 

and  in  full  measure  turned  your  wrath  against  us. 

HOMILY  (Sit) 

What  a piercing  description  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem! 
God’s  people,  rescued  from  Egypt,  cleansed  in  the  waters  of  the 
Red  Sea,  formed  into  a holy  people  at  Mount  Sinai,  has  broken 
the  covenant.  They  are  carried  into  exile,  and  the  City  of  David 
is  destroyed.  “The  joy  of  our  hearts  has  ceased,  our  dance  has 
turned  into  mourning”  (v.  15).  Yet  there  is  hope  even  for 
hardened  sinners.  The  poem  ends  with  a hopeful  cry  to  the 
Lord  for  restoration.  We  who  have  sinned  cry  to  God  to  lead  us 
back  from  the  exil  of  sin  and  to  restore  us  through  the  suffering 
of  Christ  to  our  baptismal  grace.  We  meditate  in  song  with 
“Heart  of  Christ,”  page  64. 

PRAYER  (Kneel ) 

Litany,  page  52. 

EXIT  HYMN:  “Draw  Near,  0 Lord,”  page  61.  (Stand) 
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LITAN\  (Kneel ) 

PRAYER:  To  help  us  in  lenten  observance  let  us  call  upon  the 
saints : 


Lord,  have  mercy  on  us 
Christ  have  mercy  on  us 
Lord,  have  mercy  on  us 
Christ,  hear  us 
Christ,  graciously  hear  us 
God  the  Father  of 
heaven* 

God  the  Son,  Redeemer 
of  the  world 
God  the  Holy  Spirit 
Holy  Trinity,  one  God 
Holy  Mary** 

Holy  Mother  of  God 
St.  Michael 

All  you  holy  angels  and 
archangels 

St.  John  the  Baptist 

St.  Joseph 

St.  Peter 

St.  Paul 

St.  Andrew 

St.  James 

St.  John 

St.  Stephen 

St.  Lawrence 

St.  Anthony 

St.  Benedict 

St.  Agatha 

*Have  mercy  on  us. 

**Pray  for  us. 


St.  Agnes 
Be  merciful 
Spare  us,  0 Lord 
Be  merciful 
Graciously  hear  us,  0 
Lord 

From  all  evilf 
From  all  sin 
From  a sudden  and  un- 
expected death 
From  the  snares  of  the 
devil 

From  anger  and  hatred 
From  everlasting  death 
Through  the  mystery  of 
Your  holy  Incarnation 
Through  Your  Coming 
Through  Your  birth 
Through  Your  baptism 
and  holy  fasting 
Through  Your  cross  and 
passion 

Through  Your  death  and 
burial 

Through  Your  holy  res- 
urrection 

Through  Your  wonderful 
ascension 

tLord,  deliver  us. 
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Through  the  coming  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Comforter! 

In  the  day  of  judgment 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takes 
away  the  sins  of  the 
world, 

have  mercy  on  us, 
tLord,  deliver  us. 


1.  For  Holy  Church 


Lamb  of  God,  who  takes 
away  the  sins  of  the 
world, 

have  mercy  on  us. 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takes 
away  the  sins  of  the 
world, 

grant  us  peace. 


(Stand  ) 


Let  us  pray,  dearly  beloved,  for  God’s  holy  Church,  that  the 
Lord  our  God  may  be  pleased  to  give  her  peace  and  unity  and 
keep  her  in  safety  throughout  the  world,  subjecting  the  powers 
of  evil  to  her;  and  may  we  live  in  peace  and  tranquillity  to 
glorify  God,  the  almighty  Father.  Through  Christ  our  Lord. 
All:  Amen. 


2.  For  The  Pope 

Let  us  pray  also  for  our  blessed  Pope  N , whom  the  Lord 

our  God  has  chosen  as  chief  bishop,  that  he  may  be  kept  in 
health  and  safety  for  the  good  of  God’s  holy  Church,  to  rule 
God’s  holy  people.  Through  Christ  our  Lord.  All:  Amen. 
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3.  For  The  Clergy  And  People 


Let  us  pray  also  for  all  bishops,  priests,  deacons,  sub-deacons, 
acolytes,  exorcists,  readers,  doorkeepers,  confessors,  virgins, 
widows  and  all  the  holy  people  of  God.  Through  Christ  our  Lord. 
All:  Amen. 


4.  For  Civil  Authorities 

Let  us  pray  also  for  heads  of  states,  together  with  their 
ministers  and  oflScers,  that  the  Lord  our  God  may  guide  them 
in  mind  and  heart  according  to  His  will  and  for  our  lasting 
peace.  Through  Christ  our  Lord.  All:  Amen. 

5.  For  Those  Under  Instruction 

Let  us  pray  also  for  our  catechumens,  that  the  Lord  our  God 
may  open  the  ears  of  their  hearts  and  the  door  of  His  mercy;  so 
that,  when  their  sins  have  been  washed  away  in  the  waters  of 
spiritual  rebirth,  they  too  may  be  incorporated  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord.  Through  the  same  Christ  our  Lord.  All:  Amen. 


6.  For  Those  in  Distress  and  Danger 

Let  us  pray,  dearly  beloved,  that  God  the  almighty  Father 
will  purge  the  world  of  all  error;  banish  disease;  ward  off  famine; 
open  prisons  and  destroy  all  bondage ; that  He  will  bring  travelers 
safely  home,  give  health  to  the  sick,  and  guide  sailors  to  their 
port.  Through  Christ  our  Lord.  All:  Amen. 


7.  For  the  Unity  of  the  Church 

Let  us  pray  also  for  heretics  and  schismatics,  that  the  Lord 
our  God  may  save  them  from  all  their  errors  and  draw  them 
back  to  their  holy  mother,  the  catholic  and  apostolic  Church. 
Through  Christ  our  Lord.  All:  Amen. 
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8.  For  the  Converj^ion  of  the  Jews 

Let  us  pray  also  for  the  Jews,  that  the  Lord  our  God  will 
remove  the  veil  from  their  hearts,  so  that  they  too  may  recognize 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Through  the  same  Christ  our  Lord.  All: 
Amen. 

9.  For  the  Conversion  of  the  Heathen 

And  last  of  all  let  us  pray  fcr  the  heathen,  that  almighty  God 
will  take  away  all  wickedness  from  their  hearts;  so  may  they 
forsake  their  idols  and  turn  to  the  true  and  living  God  and  to 
His  only  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  our  God  and  Lord.  Through  the  same 
Christ  our  Lord.  All:  Amen. 
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(Kneel) 

BENEDICTION  OF  THE  BLESSED  SACRAMENT 

Parce,  Domine,  parce  populo  tuo 
Ne  in  aeternum  irascaris  nobis. 

(three  times) 


Tantum  ergo  Sacramen- 
tum 

Veneremur  cernui: 

Et  antiquum  documen- 
tum 

Novo  cedat  ritui: 

Praestet  fides  supplemen- 
tum 

Sensuum  defectui. 

Genitori  Genitoque 

Laus  et  jubilatio: 

Salus,  honor,  virtus 
quoque 

Sit  et  benedictio : 

Procedenti  ab  utroque 

Compar  sit  laudatio. 

Priest:  Panem  de  coelo 
praestitisti  eis. 


Lowly  bending,  deep 
adoring, 

Lo,  the  Sacrament  we 
hail! 

Types  and  shadows  have 
their  ending. 

Newer  rites  of  grace 
prevail; 

Faith  for  all  defects 
supplying 

Where  the  feeble  senses 
fail. 

Glory,  honor,  might,  do- 
minion. 

Be  unto  our  God  most 
high; 

To  the  Father,  Son  and 
Spirit, 

Ever  blessed  Trinity, 

Praise  be  given,  and 
power  eternal 

Unto  all  eternity. 

You  have  given  them 
bread  from  heaven. 
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People : Omne  delecta- 
mentum  in  se  haben- 
tem. 

Priest:  Deus,  qui  nobis 
sub  Sacramento  mirabili 
passionis  tuae  memor- 
iam  reliquisti : tribue, 
quaesumus;  ita  nos  Cor- 
poris et  Sanguinis  tui 
sacra  mysteria  venerari, 
ut  Redemptionis  tuae 
fructum  in  nobis  jugiter 
sentiamus.  Qui  vivis  et 
regnas  in  saecula  saecu- 
lorum.  Amen. 


Having  in  itself  all 
sweetness  and  light. 

Priest:  0 God,  Wbo  have 
left  us  in  this  wonder- 
ful Sacrament  a perpet- 
ual memorial  of  Your 
Passion : grant  us,  we 
ask  of  You,  so  to  rever- 
ence tbe  Sacred  Mys- 
teries of  Your  Body  and 
Blood,  that  we  may  com 
tinually  find  in  our  souls 
tbe  fruit  of  Your  Re- 
demption. You  Wbo  live 
and  reign,  etc.  Amen. 
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The  Divine  Praises 

Blessed  be  God. 

Blessed  be  His  holy  name. 

Blessed  be  Jesus  Christ,  true  God  and  true  man. 

Blessed  be  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Blessed  be  His  most  Sacred  Heart. 

Blessed  be  His  most  Precious  Blood. 

Blessed  be  Jesus  in  the  most  holy  Sacrament  of  the  altar. 
Blessed  be  the  great  mother  of  God,  Mary  most  holy. 
Blessed  be  her  holy  and  Immaculate  Conception. 

Blessed  be  her  glorious  Assumption. 

Blessed  be  the  name  of  Mary,  virgin  and  mother. 

Blessed  be  St.  Joseph,  her  most  chaste  spouse. 

Blessed  be  God  in  His  angels  and  in  His  saints. 
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This  Is  Our  Accepted  Time 


Michael  Gannon 


Melchior  Vulpius,  1609 
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O Lord, Who  Showed  Us 


Michael  Gannon 


Holland,  1539 
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Draw  Near,  O Lord 

Attende  Domine 

Tr.  Rev.  Melvin  Farrell,  S.S.  Paris  Processional  of  1824 
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Re  - deem- 

5.  for 

the 

guilt  - 

y; 
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once 

re  - deemed 

Draw  Near,  O Lord  (cont.) 
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1.  er,  as  we  beg  for  - give  - ness. 

2.  us;  free  Your  sons  from  bond  - age. 

3.  cy,  par  - don  our  of  - fen  - ses. 

4.  er,  bound- less  in  com  - pas  - sion. 

5.  us:  now  re  - new  us,  Je  - sus. 


Lord,  Who  Throughout  These  Forty  Days 


Claudia  F.  Hernaman,  1873  John  Day’s  Psalter,  1562 


1.  Lord,  Who  through-out  these  for-  ty  days, For 


2. 

As 

Thou 

with 

Sa  - tan 

didst  con- 

■ tend  And 

3. 

As 

Thou 

didst 

hun-ger 

bear  and 

thirst.  So 

4. 

And 

through  these 

days  of 

pen  - i - 

tence,And 

5. 

• A - 

bide 

with 

us,  that 

so,  this 

life  Of 

1.  us  didst  fast  and  pray.  Teach  us  with  Thee  to 

2.  didst  the  vic-tory  win,  O give  us  strength  in 

3.  teach  us,  gra-cious  Lord,  To  die  to  self  and 

4.  through  Thy  Pas  - sion  - tide.  For-  ev-  er-more,  in 

5.  suf  - fer-  ing  once  past.  An  East-er  of  un- 


“7# 

1 

/L  ^ 
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] 

M 
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^ 

I 

vvi • 

1 
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1.  mourn 

our 

sins  And 

close 

by 

Thee 

to 

stay. 

2.  Thee 

to 

fight.  In 

Thee 

to 

con- 

quer 

sin. 

3.  on  - 

ly 

live  By 

Thy 

most 

ho  - 

ly 

Word, 

4.  life 

and 

death,  O 

Lord, 

with 

us 

a - 

bide. 

5 . end  - 

ing 

joy  We 

may 

at  - 

tain 

at 

last. 
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O Sacred  Head 


Verse  1:  Sir  H.W.  Baker,  1821-77,  alt. 
Verse  2:  Rev.  Melvin  Farrell,  S.S. 


Hans  Leo  Hassler, 
1601 


1.  O Sa  - cred  Head,  sur  - round -ed  By 

2.  The  Lord  of  ev  - ery  na  - tion  Was 


1.  crown  of  pierc-ing  thorn.  O Bleed -ing  Head, 

2.  hung  up  - on  a tree;  His  death  was  our 


$ 


& 


1.  so  wound  - ed  Re  - viled  and  put  to  scorn. 

2.  sal  - va  - tion.  Our  sins,  His  ag  - o - ny. 


$ 


1.  Our  sins  have  marred  the  glo  - ry  Of 

2.  O Je  - sus,  by  Thy  Pas  - sion.  Thy 


$ 


1.  Thy  most  ho  - ly  Face,  Yet 

2.  Life  in  us  in  - crease;  Thy 


1.  an  - gel 

2.  death  for 


hosts  a 

us  did 


dore  Thee, 
fash  - ion 


m 

— d = 

^ 



1.  And  trem  - ble  as 

2.  Our  par  - don  an 



they  gaze, 

d our  peace. 
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Heart  of  Christ 


Rev.  Melvin  Farrell,  S.S.  C.F.  Witt’s  Psalmodia  Sacra,  1715 


4 


•1  • 

1.  Heart 

of 

Christ,  we 

sing 

Thy  prais  - es. 

2 . Heart 

of 

Christ,  Thou 

dost 

em  - bod  - y 

3 . Heart 

of 

Christ,  Who  bring- 

est  heal  - ing 

4^*  I*  I*  ^ 

1.  Well  - spring  of 

2.  All  the  won  - 

3.  To  the  low  - 


e - ter  - nal 

der  of  God’s 

ly  and  the 


life! 

love! 

weak, 


4^  r r 

1.  Through  the 

2.  Thou  dost 

3.  Let  us 




sor  - rows  of  Thy 

tell  the  ten  - der 

know  Thy  lov  - ing 


Pas  - sion 
mer-  cies 
kind  - ness, 


f 


i 


1.  We  find 

2.  Show  - ered 

3.  Show  Thy- 


—m 

ref  - 

uge 

from 

our 

strife. 

from 

our 

God 

a - 

bove! 

self 

to 

aU 

who 

seek! 
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